Jewelry Timeline
	
	Social
	Technology & Influences
	
	Findings & Motifs
	Materials

	400BC- 400AD
	
	
	
	
	Glass used as gem substitute

Diamonds not cut, “point cut” were polished crystals

	1200
	Sumptuary Laws in Medieval Europe & England capped luxury in dress and jewelry. Townspeople in France & elsewhere not allowed to wear girdles or coronals made of pearls, gemstones, gold or silver.


	
	
	The fact that these laws forbade yeomen and artisans from wearing gold and silver indicates how the status of jewelry and sumptuous dress had become widespread beyond just the nobility.
	

	1300-1600
	
	1300 imitation pearls produced with white powdered glass mixed with albumen (egg white) and snail slime
	
	
	Cabochon & crudely made soft glass ‘pastes’. 

Table cut introduced for diamonds: top & bottom points cut off, flat top facet is the ‘table’



	1550
	
	
	
	
	Table-cut ‘paste’

Pastes set in gilt as fake gems

Mazarin cut diamonds (34 facets, blocky)

	1600’s
	Earrings worn day and night, fake pearl and paste acceptable, fine diamond jewelry kept for evening
	
	
	Shepard hook earwire, long backs 

Beads, pearls strung on ribbon or cord & tied in back
	Enamel on “everything”

Ornate pendant bails

Rose cut diamond cut (flat bottoms, faceted tops)

Sancy cut pear shaped rose faceted diamonds



	1630
	
	Jaquin of Paris patents a method of making fake pearls, wax-filled glass balls coated with fish scale varnish
	
	Pearls and fake pearls profuse, covered dresses, etc.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Paste jewelry was usual in the 1670s and was worn at court.

	1730
	
	Most fake jewelry made in Paris, all kinds of fake gems made, including fake opals.
	
	Hinged loop earwire (back entry) hand made

“French” earwire

Fibula catch
	Diamonds & white stones until 1750.  Soft glass ‘paste’, rock crystal, marcasite, and cut steel accepted for ‘diamond’ look (all classes)

Peruzzi cut diamonds, c. 1700. 56 facet cushion cut brilliant

	1734
	
	In France Georges Strass patents best, longest-lasting formula for “true” paste, a compound of glass, white lead oxide and potash.
	
	
	

	1740
	
	
	
	Necklace terminals to secure a ribbon

French wires, triangle-shaped catch for wire 
	High-lead glass “true” paste gems--not considered ‘fake’--set in precious metals. Foiled backs

	1750
	
	
	
	
	Color again seen in jewelry

	1760-1820
	Ornate shoe buckles of paste, steel and tin part of fashionable dress. Elaborate paste jeweled buttons fashionable in British society. Semi precious jewels e.g. uncut garnets became usual as part of less formal day dress, fake jewelry gained popularity.
	Fake gems begin to be produced in London Steel easy to produced during the industrial revolution. London and Birmingham used it as settings for marcasite & jasper ware cameos. Glass and Wedgwood porcelain paste cameos made in English factories very popular.
	1780
	Front-entry hinged earring backs (hand made); flattened earwire tip


	Highest popularity & quality of paste jewelry. Set in silver & silver-topped rose gold. Black spot of pitch on culet to simulate Old Mine cut gems

	Late Georgian Period

	1782
	
	Lavoisier melts platinum from ore w/ pure oxygen
	
	Hand made box clasp
	

	1785
	
	
	
	Prince George (IV) popularized ‘Lover’s Eye’ miniatures
	

	1788-99
	French revolution
	
	
	“T&C” bar shaped hinged extended pinstem 
	French paste fashionable until about 1840 in France, 1900 in England. Settings convex on reverse. Suites.

	1795
	
	
	
	Diamond begin to be set in open backs
	

	1799-1815
	Napoleonic Wars
	
	
	
	Amethysts discovered in Russia’s Ural Mountains

	1800
	
	
	
	Open back settings for colored gems

Cannetille filigree (Paris)

“C” catch for brooches

Tube hinge

Spiral tube hinge
	

	1801
	
	Oxyhodrogen (gas) blowpipe invented
	1819
	Gas blowpipe in use by jeweler
	

	1804
	Greek and Roman architecture were the main influence for designs as ancient treasures not yet discovered
	Berlin iron works opens
	1813-15
	Berlin iron “gold gab ich fur Eisen”
	

	1820
	
	Ancient Etruscan goldwork discovered
	
	
	Decline in quality of paste over next 20 years. Mass-produced round cuts, used as simulants, set in silver or silver w/ low-karat gold backs

	1829
	Sir Walter Scott writes Anne of Gerstein , begins opal superstition
	
	
	
	· Opals believed to be ‘bad luck’

· French square hallmark for double’ d’or (rolled gold)

	1830
	
	Alexandrite discovered in Russia’s Ural 
	
	Revival of claw (coronet) settings from Middle Ages

Hinged “O” clasp
	

	1836
	
	Acetylene discovered & ID’d
	
	
	

	Early Victorian (Romantic) Period

	1837
	Queen Victoria crowned; Tiffany’s founded.
	Jewelry romantic, nationalistic, reflecting European folk art, which later influenced the Arts and Crafts Movement. Most western jewelry came from Europe, but soon jewelry began to be made in America and Australia
	1837
	Order of the Garter strap & buckle motifs poplar
	

	1840
	
	Electroplating  process patented 
	
	Tension hinge

Spring ring developed, tiny lever hard to use

Tongue-in-groove tension clasp

Swivel hook for watches

Small tube clasp developed
	Permanently foiled pastes; electroplated jewelry; ‘pebble’ jewelry Scottish agate “pebble” jewelry became popular



	1842
	
	
	
	
	Gutta Percha introduced

	1847
	Cartier founded in Paris
	
	1848
	
	Rolled gold plating

	1849
	CA gold rush
	Safety pin invented Gold electroplating patented
	
	Safety pin hinges
	Gold jewelry will soon have more gold 

Gold electroplated jewelry

	1850
	
	
	
	Trombone safety catch patented

Swivel brooches popular

Shorter pinstems
	Garnet/glass doublets

	1851
	Crystal Palace exhibition
	Gold/diamonds discovered in Australia
	
	
	Vulcanite patented by Goodyear

	1852
	
	
	
	
	Tiffany introduces English sterling standard in US

	1853
	
	
	
	
	Demantoid garnets discovered

	1854
	
	
	
	
	15K, 12K & 9K gold legal in GB

	1855
	
	RW Bunsen & gas-air Bunsen Burner
	
	
	Aluminum jewelry made in France

	1856
	
	First synthetic aniline dye yields mauve


	1857
	
	Just in time for semi-mourning

	1857
	
	Snake-chain making machine
	
	Machine-made chain
	

	1859
	Jewels of Queen Ah-Hotep discovered in Egypt
	
	
	
	

	1860
	
	Collet stamping patent, Bouret & Ferre’
	
	Die-stamped jewelry findings

Hook catch on back of earwire
	

	1860
	Henry Morse, 1st US diamond factory, Boston
	
	1872-75
	Henry D. Morse develops first American round brilliant in Boston
	

	Mid-Victorian (Grand) Period

	1861
	Civil war
Prince Albert dies
	Mourning jewelry req. at court
	1861-80
	
	Mourning materials & motifs

	1867
	Egyptian Revival jewelry at Paris Expo
	“Eurica” diamond discovered in So. Africa
	
	Egyptian Revival styles begin
	

	1868
	
	Celluloid invented in US; Gorham (RI) adopts 925 standard
	1872

1875
	
	Celluloid commercial production

Celluloid jewelry production begins in Newark, NJ

	1869
	Diamond rush in So. Africa
	
	
	
	

	1870
	Influx of European craftsmen to US; Japanese craftsmen introduce Eastern metal-working technique. Liberty of London and Renee Mackintosh of Glasgow produce Arts & Crafts.
	Diamonds discovered in Kimberly

 Matthey perfects the lime furnace for platinum refining

Reaction to shoddy, inferior machine made mass produced goods inspires Arts & Crafts movement.


	
	William Morris and John Ruskin promote simple Arts and Crafts designs based on floral, primitive or Celtic forms. Polished stones give a medieval, simpler, gentler, tooled handmade look and feel.
	

	1872
	Black opals discovered in Queensland
	Herpers patents 6-prong diamond setting
	
	6-prong diamond settings; in 1886 became the “Tiffany” setting
	

	1873
	
	Steam-powered diamond bruiting machine
	
	
	“New Mine” / “Old European” cut diamonds

Peruzzi cut becomes “Old Mine” cut

	1876
	Victoria becomes Empress of India
	Castellani lectures on Etruscan Revival jewelry
	
	Beginning of Etruscan Revival
	

	1877
	
	First small synthetic rubies & sapphires
	
	
	

	1878
	Medal to Tiffany & Co for “Japanesque” encrusted metals
	Patent / platinum-tipped diamond setting prongs
	
	Tiffany diamond discovered in So. Africa
	

	Late Victorian (Aesthetic) Period

	1880
	Rational Dress Society founded
	
	
	Hinged kidney wire earring

Threaded post earring

Plunge clasp
	Cecil Rhodes establishes DeBeers

Swiss mass produces watches



	1885
	
	
	
	Safety pin/safety pin head catch
	‘Geneva’ synthetic ruby appeared

	1886
	Statue of Liberty dedicated
	Gold discovered in So Africa
	
	
	Emerald step cut developed, wide use in Art Deco (1920’s)

	1887
	Victoria’s Golden Jubilee
	Celluloid film invented
	
	
	Black opals discovered in New So. Wales; Lightning Ridge mining in 1903

	1889
	Eiffel Tower constructed
	
	
	
	

	1888
	CR Ashbee’s Guild of Handicraft (London)
	
	
	
	

	1890
	Sarah Bernhardt plays Cleopatra; ‘Gibson Girls’
	
	
	European hinge/lever back earwire


	

	1891
	US McKinley Tariff Act (1890)
	Power-driven diamond bruiting machine
	
	
	Imports to US marked with name of country

More circular (OE cut) diamonds

	1893
	Chicago Columbian World’s Exposition
	Cultured pearls developed by K. Mikimoto
	1905
	
	“Platingeld” simulated gold & platinum introduced (for chains)

Spherical cultured pearls

	1894
	
	Screw back earring back patented
	
	Screw back earring
	

	1895
	
	
	
	
	Lalique jewelry exhibited

	1896
	
	
	
	Lever safety catch used in Europe
	

	1897
	Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee
	Casein plastics - Germany
	
	
	

	1898
	Alaskan Gold Rush
	
	
	
	

	1899-1902
	Boer War (So America)
	
	1899-1902
	
	Diamond supplies curtailed by war

	Edwardian (Belle Époque) Period

	1900
	Paris Exposition Universelle

US adopts the monetary Gold Standard
	Oxyacetylene torch invented by E. Fouché 

Diamond saw invented in US; Arts and Crafts movement declines, Art Nouveau, a more ostentatious version started in France, takes root.
	
	American lever back ER

Rivet hinge 

Modern spring ring clasp
	Synthetic rubies exhibited at Paris Exposition

Art Nouveau jewelry exhibited

More fancy cut diamond shapes possible1905

	1901
	Queen Victoria dies; McKinley assassinated; Teddy Roosevelt President;
	
	
	Fold-down lever safety catch for brooches patented

Fold-down pendant bail
	

	1902
	Edward VII coronation
	Verneuil presents flame-fusion process for syn. rubies
	1904
	
	Flame-fusion rubies patented by Verneuil 

	1903
	
	
	
	
	Patent for setting rhinestones or metal in celluloid

	1905
	Georg Jensen opens shop
	Einstein’s theory of relativity
	
	
	Spherical cultured pearls grown by Mikimoto

	1906
	US National Stamping Act
	Synthetic spinel accidentally invented
	
	
	Marking required for gold & silver content



	1909
	Cartier New York opens
	Leo Bakeland patents entirely synthesized plastic
	
	
	Bakelite invented

	1910
	Ballet Russes presents Shérézad in Paris; Edward VII dies
	
	
	Bullet safety catch for brooches patented

Tongue-in-groove “W” clasp
	Suffragette jewelry popular in US (green white & violet—“give women votes”)

	1911
	George V coronation
	
	
	
	

	1912
	Titanic sinks

Oscar Heyman Bros founded
	
	
	Lever safety catch used in US
	

	1914
	WWI begins
	
	
	
	Platinum declared a strategic metal, no new supplies for jewelry

	1915
	SF Panama-Pacific International Exposition
	Karl Richter (Pforzheim, Germany) invents  14K white gold
	
	
	White gold of gold, nickel & palladium patented

	1917
	
	David Belais introduces 18k white gold
	
	Cartier designs the tank watch
	18K white gold (18k Belais) marketed

	Post-WWI – 20th Century Period & Modern Era

	1919
	Bauhaus founded in Germany
	Marcel Tolkowsky publishes Diamond Design, based on Henry D. Morse’s standards
	
	
	“American-“ “Ideal-“ cut diamond nomenclature

	1920
	Women get the vote
	Radio programs broadcasting in PA
	
	Post & clutch earring

Swivel catch (used today)
	

	1922
	King Tutankhamun’s tomb
	
	
	
	

	1925
	Paris Exposition Internationale des Arts Decoratifs et Industriels Modernes
	
	
	
	Synthetic spinel in wide commercial use

	1926
	
	Commercial injection molding machine patented
	
	Earring guard patented
	

	1927
	
	Cellulose acetate (“Lumarith”) introduced by Celluloid Corp.
	
	
	

	1929
	Stock market crash begins Great Depression
	
	
	
	

	1930
	Nion des Artistes Modernes formed in Paris
	Chrysler Building in NY completed
	
	
	

	1931
	Wm Spratling’s first Taxco Mexico workshop
	Empire State Bldg completed
	
	Coro patents the “Duette” double clip brooch pin back mechanism
	

	1932
	
	
	
	
	12K & 15K gold replaced in Britain by 14K

	1933
	Gold coins taken out of circulation
	Lost wax casting re-introduced, used with vulcanized rubber molds
	
	Invisible setting patented by artier & Van Cleef & Arpels (1936); 


	

	1934
	
	Synthetic emeralds (“Igmerald”, Farben Germany) first seen
	
	VC&A “Ludo” flexible “honeycomb or octagon mesh bracelet 

Clip back for unpierced ears patented by Ballou
	“Bois Glacé” (D. Lisner’s TM for “Bakelite”) colorless phenolic plastic laminated to wood

	1936
	George V dies; Edward VIII abdicates to become Duke of Windsor & marry Wallis Simpson; Gone With the Wind pub
	
	
	
	

	1937
	“Lucite” acrylic plastic introduced by Du Pont
	
	
	
	VC&A makes ‘marriage contract’ bracelet for Wallis Simpson

	1939
	
	
	
	Double-hinged dress (“fur”) clip introduced
	Chatham synthetic emeralds marketed

	1940
	France occupied by Germany; Bank of France bans all gold trading.
	
	
	Tongue-in-groove box clasp
	

	1941
	Japan bombs Pearl Harbor 

US puts 10% luxury tax on jewelry; 20% in 1944
	
	
	
	

	1942
	US rationing of sugar, coffee, gasoline
	Polyethylene formulated; becomes Tupperware
	
	
	Platinum prohibited for jewelry.

White metal restricted; sterling silver replaces it in costume jewelry

	1945
	WWII ends
	
	
	
	Mexico requires “spread eagle” assay mark req. for sterling silver



	1946
	
	
	
	
	Opal doublets introduced

	1947
	Christian Dior’s “New Look”
	
	
	Costume jewelry makers began using © instead of patent #
	Linde synthetic star rubies

Synthetic rutile diamond simulant

	1954
	
	GE produces first synthetic diamonds
	
	
	

	1955
	
	
	
	Oval cut diamonds popularized
	Swarovski “aurora borealis” for rhinestone & crystal

Strontium titanate diamond simulant

	1960
	Kennedy elected
	
	
	
	Opal triplets

	1961
	
	
	
	Princess cut diamond developed
	US requires maker’s trademark (inter-state trade)

	1967
	
	
	
	
	Tanzanite discovered

	1970
	
	
	
	Omega earring back
	

	1974
	Nixon resigns
	
	
	
	Tsavorite green garnet discovered

	1976
	
	
	
	
	Plumb gold amendment to Nat’l Stampint Act (14KP)

	1979
	
	Argyle diamond mine main pipe discovered
	
	
	Sugilite appears on the market

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


